
Hello from Sheffield
Congratulations on your offer. We just 

wanted to share with you some of the 
latest activities taking place here in the 

School of Languages and Cultures at Sheffield.

Recently, we have – among other things – set 
up a project for our German-speaking  
undergraduates to use their skills to help local 
businesses, hosted an event commemorating 
the Chilean coup and have seen media and 
public engagement appearances from many of 
our academics.

As you can see, there is a tremendous amount 
of exciting activity across our languages here 
in Sheffield, and whether it’s in or outside 
the classroom, our undergraduates are at the 
heart of it all.

If you have any questions about the course, the 
city or the University, feel free to drop us a line.

Making your language work 

“

”Joshua McClean
BA German and Politics

German for  
Enterprise  
provides good 
preparation for 
what will come 
after I finish my 
course in the 
summer. It is such 
an exciting  
project and I think 
it will continue to 
grow and grow in 
years to come.

www.sheffield.ac.uk/slc/undergraduate Languages Sheffield

The Department of Germanic Studies has launched German for Enterprise, a new 
project which links our talented undergraduate linguists with local businesses. 
 

Final-year students, who have just returned from working 
and studying in Germany and Austria, are working with 
local small and medium enterprises to boost their profile 
in German-speaking Europe. The idea is a straight swap: 
the students offer their linguistic and cultural knowledge; 
the companies provide an opportunity to experience a 
real business situation. 

The businesses involved this year are a Sheffield-based  
specialist tool manufacturer and an Anglo-Swedish kids’ outdoor clothing firm. Students will work on  
company websites and produce advertising materials targeted to potential German-speaking customers.  

Students organised a reception to launch the project at the University in October, presenting the  
benefits of tapping into one of Europe’s strongest economies to their partner firms. 

German for Enterprise offers a great opportunity for students to enrich their CVs 
and recognise how their linguistic and intercultural skills are vital to UK employers. 
 
Find out more and watch a video about the project at: bit.ly/germanforenterprise
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Open Days
Have you signed up for an 
Open Day yet? 
Find out more and book 
your place at: 
bit.ly/languagesopendays
 
If you have any questions, 
get in contact with our 
Undergraduate Support 
Officer, Alex McGibbon, at:  
a.mcgibbon@sheffield.ac.uk. 
 
We’d love to hear from you.

Check out our Faculty of 
Arts and Humanities  
newsletter at: 
bit.ly/facnewsletter



Year abroad report: From Russia with love
Ally Waring, a third-year student taking a BA in Modern  
Languages (Russian, Spanish and Portuguese), shares some 
of her experiences of the first half of her year abroad.

If you had told me five years ago that in a few years’ time, I would be 
studying three languages and living in St Petersburg, Russia, I would 
have laughed out loud. I’ve certainly learnt to surprise myself over the 
past three years and embrace new opportunities with open arms – as a 
languages student, it’s expected of you! 

Since living in Russia as part of my year abroad, I’ve learnt a lot about 
myself: I can stomach excessive amounts of dill in one sitting, my  
obsession with cats is perfectly normal this side of Finland and I can, 
indeed, speak some of the language. It’s incredibly rewarding even just 
being able to sit and watch a Russian sitcom with your host family and 
laugh at the right bits.

Although ‘mastering the language’ is a goal high on everyone’s lists, just 
living in another country is incredibly eye opening. In my short time 
here so far I’ve witnessed the G20 Summit, the Sochi 2014 Olympic 
torch relay, the enforcement of a contentious law against homosexuality 
and the trial of the Arctic 30. I also intern at The St. Petersburg Times 
and have written articles on Aurora Fashion Week and Russian street 
style that have been published in the paper itself.

In a few months, I will be jetting off for part two of my year abroad in  
Medellin, Colombia where I will be interning at Fashion Week. It just goes 
to show that if you take a few risks, try something new and open your 
mind to what is out there, there really is no end to what you can achieve.

Read more about Ally’s year abroad adventures on her blog: wheres-alexandrawaring.co.uk

University event marks 40 
years since the Chilean coup 

The latest from our French academics

You have received this newsletter because you applied to study at the School of Languages and Cultures at Sheffield. If you have any feedback contact e.thompson@sheffield.ac.uk.

• Dr Amanda Crawley Jackson’s Furnace Park  
project – which showcases research into French 
theories of urban regeneration and community arts – 
was featured in an article in the Times Higher  
Education in October.  
 
Find out more about Furnace Park: www.furnacepark.org

• Professor David Walker was interviewed on BBC  
Radio 3 in November about his research on Albert Camus 
for the writer’s centenary.

• Dr Julia Dobson gave a talk about French film  
director Chris Marker at the Showroom to accompany 
two rare screenings of his socially radical films Be Seeing 
You and Class of Struggle. 

In recent months, staff from the Department of French have showcased their research in a 
number of media and public appearances. Here is a selection of what they’ve been up to.

Hispanic Studies academic 
gives talk at exhibition opening
Dr Julia Banwell was a guest speaker at 
a recent symposium marking the opening 
of an art exhibition that links with her 
research and teaching interests in Mexican 
photography and contemporary art. 

Remember Them, which focuses on the 
femicides that have taken place in the 
north of Mexico, runs at the Victoria 
Gallery and Museum in Liverpool until 
February 2014.

Academics from the Department of  
Hispanic Studies shared their expertise 
at a public event to commemorate the 
40-year anniversary of the Chilean coup 
that brought in the Pinochet dictatorship.

As part of the event, Professors Philip 
Swanson and David Wood and Dr Peter 
Watt gave presentations that considered 
the coup and its legacy. Among the  
attendees were members of the public, 
including representatives from the  
Chilean community in Sheffield, and 
undergraduates who are studying Latin 
American politics and culture in their 
optional modules.

Ally (first left) with friends


